HDLM General Meeting – Sept. 3, 2008

Introductions:  Kit Harmon, Natural Wonders; Andrea Shepherd, American Family Insurance; Karen, LBN Repro and Graphics; Mary Lou Erickson, Littleton Glass.

Jim Taylor from the City gave updated information about the vote to not tax hotels within Littleton, two ballot issues for November about the city managed pension fund and the Tabor overage with special designations for use of the money, rezoning of property on Broadway for a 76-unit assisted living center, and LPS school re-alignment hearings on Sept 9 and 22. He announced that the City flyers didn’t get into the delegate bags at the DNC so were put into the Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News during the convention.

The new Merchant directories are available along with brochures for the downtown walking tour.  A suggestion was made for signage the walking tour.  Western Welcome Week parade turned out to the Wet WWW.  However, turnout was good for the Sidewalk sale day Aug. 23.

The Service Providers monthly luncheon is the last Wed. of each month.  Sue Coffey will add businesses to the e-mail list to provide additional information.

Trick or Treat Street will be October 25.  Due to other news events, Littleton will be featured on Channel 9 Colorado and Company on Oct. 17.

Holly Collins proposed several ideas for brainstorming and good fun:  a breakfast group and perhaps even a “merchant murder” event to build community spirit.

Peggy Cooper at Details is ready to print the Sunday 10%discount coupon information for those businesses open on Sundays.  The coupons will be good through Oct. 31 for retail, not restaurants.

Mark showed the HDLM logo on a shirt and bag.  Discussion about using the logos for advertising, name badges and other ideas can be forwarded to Mark at Edward Jones.
Joe Rice, Charlie Bloston, and other City volunteers handed out water and flyers about downtown Littleton restaurants during the DNC week.  Joe will look into additional signage at the Light Rail station and the possibility of handing out information more often.  The next economic forum will be Sept 10, 6:30 p.m. at Littleton City Hall.

Chris Gibbons, BIA, announced the budget hearings for the City on Sept. 8-10.  The budget may not allow for new programs to be introduced.  The next BIA training seminar for businesses to learn to use the SECO data system will be Sept. 11.

Announcements:

South Metro Chamber Dance will be Sept. 4 at Details featuring Holly and the tango.

Amy at the Pink Alley Cat will sponsor Market by Moonlight on October 11.

Joe Rice will distribute yard signs and pizza at McKinners, Sept 5, 5-8 p.m.

Turpenoff Portrait Gallery has a headshot promotion for HDLM members.  Also she will have a logo funeral on Oct. 2 (party information to follow).

The Jefferson Foundation Crystal Ball is coming in November – donations can be given to Paula at Ralph Schomp.

Newsletter sponsors are needed through the end of the year.

Mark closed the meeting with a reminder about the necessity of retirement planning.

